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Ben Sira on the Wisdom of Israel (Sir 24:1-12)
The passage in Sirach of interest here appears in a chapter widely seen as the focal point of a book otherwise lacking for obvious organizational coherence. Appearing just about midway through Ben Sira's collection of abstract ethical advices is a paean to wisdom more elaborate than any other in a treatise steeped in sapiential language. In an assembly of the Most High she will open her mouth, and before his power she will boast. 24:3 "I came forth from the mouth of the Most High, and like a mist I covered earth. 24:4 I encamped in the heights, and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. 24:5 A circle of sky I encircled alone, and in the deep of abysses I walked. 24:6 In the waves of the sea and in all the earth and in every people and nation I led.
24:7
With all these I sought repose, and in whose inheritance I would settle. 24:8 Then the creator of all commanded me, and he who created me put down my tent and said, 'Encamp in Jacob, and in Israel let your inheritance be.' 24:9 Before the age, from the beginning, he created me, and until the age I will never fail. 24:10 In a holy tent I ministered before him, and thus in Zion I was firmly set. 24:11 In a beloved city as well he put me down, and in Jerusalem was my authority. 24:12 And I took root among a glorified people, in the portion of the Lord is my inheritance.2
